
“NEW DECADE, NEW APPROACH”  
MUST MEAN NEW ROLES & RESOURCES FOR COUNCILS 

 

As we approach a new financial year, the local government sector in NI faces the most challenging 
financial environment for many decades. Ambition – to do as much as possible for our ratepayers – 
is countered by the need to prioritise, within the crowded but necessary capital and resource 
investment growth plans of all 11 council districts.   
 

Expectations are high. It is pleasing to note the words of our Junior Ministers, at our 20 February 
Conference in Belfast, affirming the roles of councils and NILGA as partners in the emerging 
Programme for Government. However, this enthusiastic partnership approach must be matched by a 
collective negotiation to put resources where they are needed most, whether within the Community 
Planning anti-poverty priorities of rural Fermanagh, the skills and infrastructure development of 
Belfast, the High Streets of Mid Ulster or the tourism development of Ards and North Down.  
 

Councils more and more are the “service hubs” of their communities. So why not align resources 
from Stormont Departments, based on real, objective evidence and data,   co-ordinated by councils, 
using the co-design, shared resource principle?  

 

The New Decade New Approach must see a rewiring of how the public sector 
is funded and sustained. Let’s deliver transformative change. We have the 
capacity. An all-party group needs to meet as a component of the Ministerial 
Partnership Panel, inclusive of councils, to tackle localised investment 
tailored to each council area, in the emerging Programme for Government.    
 

The 2015 local government reforms require completion. From regeneration 
powers to a practical Code of Conduct, let’s get enabling legislation in place 
to empower not just councils and the rest of government, but the community 
itself. Our joint investors across NI – social enterprise, preventative health 
groups, business, environment and public sector improvement partners – are 
all on the same page. And it’s pleasing to hear senior politicians and civil 
servants say the same thing.  
 

Stronger, properly resourced councils mean stronger businesses, stronger 
community infrastructure, and stronger, more joined up democracy. Local 
government must be more resourced and more sustainable.  We owe it to 
the communities of today and tomorrow.  It really is that important.   NILGA 
will draw on the collective will of the 11 councils to see this through, in 
2020/21, building on the policy outcomes of Conference Day February 2020 
and the results of our current consultation with local government and 
partners on delivering a more sustainable Northern Ireland. 
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Please visit the Public Health Agency  
website for regular updates. 

https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/news/
covid-19-coronavirus 
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BIG CHALLENGES & TOUGH CHOICES:  
COUNCIL RATES INCREASES 

Each of the eleven councils struck their domestic rate for the year 
commencing April 2020. They have done so amidst the most challenging 
financial environment faced by local government since 1972.  
Press Release - https://www.nilga.org/news/2020/february/rates 
 

 

 

NILGA POLICY & LEARNING NETWORKS / 
PARTNERSHIPS 

NILGA is supported by a number of focused Policy and 
Learning Networks / Partnerships which inform and are 
drawn from councils, strategically aligned to NILGA’s Full 
Membership and Executive Committee.  
Full details - https://www.nilga.org/nilga-networks 
 

 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT CONFERENCE 2020 
Jointly delivered by NILGA and SOLACE NI, the 2020 
Local Government Conference on the 20 February in 
Belfast focused on work to ensure sustainable 
communities and strong local councils in NI. Defining 
the policies and evidence required to achieve this, 
together with a push for greater local decision taking in government, and the co-design of the 
emerging Programme for Government.  
Press Release - https://www.nilga.org/news/2020/february/lg-conference 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NORTHERN IRELAND COUNCILS “BEST IN CLASS” 2020 WINNERS 
ANNOUNCED 

Councils throughout NI celebrated on the 20 February as the 8 award category winners of the 2020 
Local Government Awards were announced.  The event, hosted by Sarah Travers, was co-ordinated 
by NILGA and APSE. The 2020 Awards attracted 58 entries and showcased brilliance in service 
provision, new initiatives and the personal commitment from councils, councillors, staff and partners. 
Details of winners - https://www.nilga.org/news/2020/february/local-government-awards 
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SECTION 75 - DEMONSTRATING EFFECTIVE 
LEADERSHIP IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT  

NILGA supports and welcomes the publication of the Section 75 – 
Demonstrating Effective Leadership guidance. The guidance will be 
promoted across local government, through our work with councils and 
councillors.    
Link to the guidance - https://www.equalityni.org/s75leadership 
 

 

CIVILITY CAMPAIGN  
Following agreement at the UK Forum meeting in Cardiff in November, 
NILGA is collaborating with the LGAs in England, Scotland and Wales 
on a pan-UK Civility in Public Life programme.  
 

The programme will include: 
• measures to raise the profile of the issue 
• support & guidance for councillors and councils 
• lobbying government for greater protection 

 

Over the next month, Member Services officers will be asked to complete a 
survey so that we can get a UK wide picture of the nature, severity and  
impact of intimidation of councillors, as well as identify best practice examples 
in supporting councillors. This survey will provide a baseline for measuring the 
impact of future work. 
 

 

DAERA STATISTICS ON LOCAL AUTHORITY WASTE 
MANAGEMENT & HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING RATES 

NILGA welcomes the best ever results that show local councils 
and communities across Northern Ireland are working hard 
together to reduce our landfill waste and promoting greater 
recycling in our households.   
 

Press Release - https://www.nilga.org/news/2020/january/
local-authority-waste-management 
 

Further Information (DAREA) - https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/
articles/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics   

 

CARING COUNCILS CONFERENCE  
A local government response to poverty, addiction 

& improving mental health - 27th March 2020, 
Girdwood Community Hub, Belfast 

The conference will explore the links between poverty, poor 

mental health and addiction, and look at how councils can have 

a positive impact in communities. We would encourage elected 

members and officers from all 11 councils to attend.  

Conference agenda - https://www.nilga.org/events/2020/march/caring-councils   
 

Places are limited so early registration is essential.  Please email - events@nilga.org by the 

13th March 2020, quoting NILGA: Caring Councils 27.03.2020 
 

NISMP - NEW IMMIGRATION SYSTEM 
On 19

 
February 2020, the Government published a policy statement 

setting out details of the UK’s points-based immigration system. 
These new arrangements will take effect from 1 January 2021.  
 

Further information -  
https://homeofficemedia.blog.gov.uk/2020/02/19/points-based-
immigration-system-latest-information/ 
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TRANSLINK ULSTER IN BLOOM – 2020 COMPETITON NOW 
OPEN FOR ENTRIES  

The 2020 Translink Ulster in Bloom competition is now open for entries.  There is no 
entry fee for the competition and we therefore encourage all councils to enter 
appropriate Cities, Towns and Villages from within their areas. Entry forms have 
been sent to all councils and the closing date for entry is the 17 April 2020.  Please 
contact Mark Maher m.maher@nilga.org if you require any further information.   
 

NILGA & OFCOM - IMPROVING CONNECTIVITY: OUR 5G FUTURE  
NILGA collaborated with OFCOM & Mobile UK to hold an event on “Improving 
connectivity: our 5G future” on 29 January 2020. The event was supported by 
Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council and heard from speakers on the benefits & 
opportunities which 5G could offer, the need for planning policy reform as well as 
on health concerns.  
 

Since the event OFCOM has published the results 
of testing at 16 sites across the UK which showed 
that the Electro Magnetic Field levels from 5G-
enabled mobile phone base stations are at small 

fractions of the levels identified in international guidelines (the highest level being 
approximately 1.5% of the relevant level). Mobile UK has recently met with the 
Infrastructure Minister to outline the changes required in planning policy here, 
which is a lot more restrictive than in the rest of the UK, as well as to call for a 
Mobile Action Plan for NI.  
 

Councils have a leadership role to play in unlocking investment in digital infrastructure, through their planning 
function and by encouraging stakeholder collaboration for mutual benefit. However recent research indicates 
that only 28% of councils across the UK have referenced mobile connectivity in their local plans.  NILGA will 
continue to collaborate with OFCOM and Mobile UK to share information & best practice with councils and to 
influence legislative processes in relation to telecoms coverage. NILGA will produce a policy guide to 
articulate the opportunities 5G & new technologies can bring to local communities & the economy as well as 
to draw together best practice examples from Ireland, the UK and further afield. 
 

Resources for councils are available at - https://www.nilga.org/media/1959/5g-nilga.docx  

Northern Ireland Local Government Association 

Bradford Court, Upper Galwally, Castlereagh, BT8 6RB 

tel: 028 9079 8972    web: www.nilga.org    twitter: @NI_LGA  #teamlocgovni 
 
 
 

Disclaimer: The Northern Ireland Local Government Association (NILGA) endeavours to ensure that the information contained  
within our Website, Policies and other communications is up to date and correct. We do not, however, make any representation that the information will 

be accurate, current, complete, uninterrupted or error free or that any information or other material accessible from or related to NILGA is free of 
viruses or other harmful components. NILGA accepts no responsibility for any erroneous information placed by or on behalf of any user or any loss by 

any person or user resulting from such information. 

 

KEY NILGA DATES  

Date Title Location Officer Contact 

12/03/20 Regional Pay Briefing Antrim Civic Centre d.anderson@nilga.org 

13/03/20 NILGA Executive Lagan Valley Island, Lisburn s.little@nilga.org 

27/03/20 Caring Councils Conference Girdwood Community Hub, Belfast a.kennedy@nilga.org 

31/03/20 Economy and International Affairs 
Network 

The Grange, Omagh l.okane@nilga.org 

02/04/20 NISMP Board Meeting NILGA, Bradford Court, Castlereagh m.kerr@nilga.org 

03/04/20 Reform Devolution and  
Improvement Network 

Mossley Mill, Newtownabbey s.little@nilga.org 

23/04/20 Civic Contingencies Event Craigavon Civic Centre f.douglas@nilga.org 

24/04/20 Elected Member Development 
Network 

Antrim Civic Centre f.douglas@nilga.org 

01/05/20 NILGA Executive Fermanagh & Omagh DC s.little@nilga.org 

29/05/20 Place Shaping & Infrastructure 
Network 

NILGA, Bradford Court, Castlereagh k.smyth@nilga.org 
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