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Initial question  

• National planning policy and 
guidance for placemaking and 
placekeeping has good principles  
in theory but is it evidenced in  
developments on the ground? 

• Are you happy with the current 
quality and design of  built 
development in NI Yes/No      



Challenge(s)  for this talk  

• How can we tackle the 
disconnect between policy and 
practice?
• How can we work with nature 

more effectively as an asset in 
policy and practice? 

• What does good policy actually 
look like?

• What does good development 
actually look like? 



Reframing nature  as an asset to deliver g 
placemaking and placekeeping

Stocks Flows                 Opportunities/trade offs                 



Valuing ecosystem services 

5

Location determined by 
Market + Non-Market 
Values 

food 
+ timber
+ greenhouse gases 
+ recreation 
+ water quality 
improvement
+ biodiversity 
improvement

Cost benefit 
value: 
+ £546million 
p.a.



Derry City and 
Strabane GI 
Strategy 

• GI network as the 
delivery mechanism 
for realizing NC and 
ES  benefits 





Hooks  for reframing nature with 
public/professional/political  traction    



Identifying Policy Hooks  for natural environment   

• Plan Led System 
• Ecosystem services
• Climate change 
• Placemaking 
• Health and Well Being
• Green and Blue 

infrastructure
• Ecological networks   



What does good policy for nature look like? 



Tool Framework to assess good policy 







https://mainstreaminggreeninfrastructure.com/project-page.php?green-infrastructure-planning-policy-assessment-tool

(worksheet 5) 

https://mainstreaminggreeninfrastructure.com/project-page.php?green-infrastructure-planning-policy-assessment-tool






https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-
contet/uploads/2018/04/Core-06-
Ecosystem-Services-Technical-Advice-
Note-householder.pdf

https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-contet/uploads/2018/04/Core-06-Ecosystem-Services-Technical-Advice-Note-householder.pdf


Setting the standard for green 
infrastructure 

What does good practice 
look like? 



UK’s First Benchmark for 
Green Infrastructure

• Voluntary scheme that helps 
developers raise the bar for nature in 
developments  

• Standards developed  from research 
evidence and good practice experience 

• 23 qualitative standards 

• Applies through ALL stages of the 
development process (design to 
planning  to post development).



Accreditation and Award
• Awards at pre- planning and post-construction 

stages

• Highlight what good looks like at each stage of 
the development lifecycle. 

• For schemes of 10 units or more.







Development: Forth Valley Royal Hospital and 
Larbert Woods

Developers: NHS Forth Valley (NHS Scotland), Forestry 
Commission Scotland and Scottish Natural Heritage

Landscape Architects: Raeburn Farquhar Bowen

Scheme: Hospital development of 860 inpatient beds, 25 
wards, and 16 operating theatres.
At the point of completion in 2010 it was Scotland's largest 
ever NHS construction project.

Location: Larbert, Scotland





Future Challenges for the natural 
environment  

• Getting the right evidence to shape 
policy/practice

• Using hooks to mainstream nature 
in development 

• Raising standards of policy and 
development at all scales. 

• Political short-termism vs natures 
long termism   

• Constantly changing policy and 
administration context (issue 
attention cycle) 

• Securing effective and meaningful 
public involvement 

Tools 



Thank you. 
Alister.scott@Northumbria.ac.uk
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Further Reading 

• Scott et al 2019 Understanding our growing environmental vocabulary & 
how green infrastructure fits in 
https://mainstreaminggreeninfrastructure.com/project-
page.php?understanding-our-growing-environmental-vocabulary-in-
england

• Scott and Hislop (2020) The Green Infrastructure Policy Analysis Tool 
https://mainstreaminggreeninfrastructure.com/project-page.php?green-
infrastructure-planning-policy-assessment-tool
• Building with Nature https://www.buildingwithnature.org.uk/
• South Downs National Park Ecosystems services guidance 

https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Core-07-
Ecosystem-Services-Technical-Advice-Note-non-householder.pdf

https://mainstreaminggreeninfrastructure.com/project-page.php?understanding-our-growing-environmental-vocabulary-in-england
https://mainstreaminggreeninfrastructure.com/project-page.php?green-infrastructure-planning-policy-assessment-tool
https://www.buildingwithnature.org.uk/
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Core-07-Ecosystem-Services-Technical-Advice-Note-non-householder.pdf

