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A LONG WINTER AHEAD:
AMIDST CONTAINMENT & RECOVERY
NILGA PRIORITISES FURTHER INVESTMENT in a NEW
ECONOMY & COUNCILS SERVICES

COUNCILS MUST GAIN FROM SHARED PROSPERITY FUND, PARTNERSHIP
PANEL, £2.4 BN additional BARNETT CONSEQUENTIALS for NI plus
TOURISM, COVID & THE ECONOMY, PLACE SHAPING & PLANNING POLICY
The clocks have gone back an hour; some would say back to March 2020, as pandemic
containment and economic recovery remain the principal focus of politicians and public servants
at all levels. However, NILGA in practical and political partnership continues to forge new lobbying
and evidence to strengthen councils going forward.
Work with SOLACE and senior finance officers is ongoing to realise the full benefit of an allocated
£86 million for the 11 councils - to date - in respect of massive income losses and further forecast
rates and service revenue deficits.
Forecast losses will now be formally gathered in a Rates Income Modelling Report to estimate the
impact of Covid-19 and provide greater clarity for rates setting, now underway in all councils.
Both formally and informally, Ministerial, Committee, Policy Development, Training, Learning
Networks and Task & Finish Groups on Finance, Emergency Planning and other vital issues
continue unabated.
We will get through this. Containment will become recovery which will lead to renewal. At all times,
investment in and protection of the roles of councils remains NILGA’s unwavering priority. This is
not about subsidy and grant. It is about growth and transformation. Councils can lead the new
economy given the powers and resources to get on with the job. That toolkit is being assembled
even amidst the pandemic. Our ambition in NILGA is not limited to getting through this pandemic.
We are stronger together – the evidence, below, is clear.

NI ASSEMBLY ECONOMY COMMITTEE

On the 21st Oct. 2020, NILGA President, Cllr Matt Garrett, Mid & East Antrim
Chief Executive, Anne Donaghy OBE and NILGA Programmes Manager,
Lisa O’Kane provided evidence to the NI Assembly Economy Committee
on the role of local government in tourism strategies. NILGA Press Release
Key Documents & News:
Joint NILGA / SOLACE Submission to Economy Committee - Role of Local Government in Tourism
Strategies - HERE
OUR OFFER & ASK: Joint NILGA / SOLACE Submission to Economy Committee - Impact of Covid-19
Restrictions on Local Government Sector - HERE

NILGA NETWORKS
Place-shaping and Infrastructure

If you couldn’t make the 1st webinar, the presentations from the event are available on the NILGA website HERE
Wednesday Webinar Series on Place Shaping & Infrastructure continue….
Upcoming webinars:
Webinar 2: 4th Nov. - 'Back to the Future' - Heritage led Regeneration
Webinar 3: 11th Nov. - The Long Term Impact of Planning Decisions
Webinar 4: 25th Nov. The New Normal

Full details and how to register are available HERE

Reform, Devolution, and Improvement

Having met on the 24th Sept 2020, the consultation on further reform, devolution and a new shared services
approach is out for councils’ response now. Please see councils’ consultation link on the NILGA website HERE

Elected Member Development

The Elected Member Development Network met on 18th Sept. 2020, considering updates across key areas of
work, the Regional Programme, Charter and collaboration.
Regarding the Regional Programme, the group welcomed the upcoming training sessions on Code of
Conduct and Environmental Impact Assessment. The Network also agreed finance training for councillors is
timely and welcomed the programme outline for this session.
A Finance session for councillors, in partnership with SOLACE,
ALGFO and CIPFA, will be delivered on the 3rd Dec. 2020 via zoom
between 10.30 – 2.30pm. Councillors will need to register with NILGA
to attend. Please email f.douglas@nilga.org
All NI Councillor Charter implementation is now complete and
NILGA has created a distinct section on our website HERE. NILGA is
now in the process of scheduling reviews.
In terms of collaboration, NILGA on behalf of the Local Government
Health and Wellbeing Working Group sought elected member representation from the NILGA Network to
participate in this important area. Two councillors will represent / report back the views of elected members in
all health & wellbeing within this important group.

Economy & International Affairs

Tourism Sector & Councils in Partnership: The NILGA Economy & International Affairs Network met with
Joanne Stuart, Chief Executive of the Northern Ireland Tourism Alliance (NITA) on 8th Oct. 2020. Network
members received an overview of NITA’s report on the scale of the crisis facing tourism and discussed
assistance that could be provided by councils, the Executive and UK Government. Members pushed for a
more prominent role for councils in designing and distributing grant schemes. While councils can be
strategic and take the lead locally or via the City Growth Deals, all levels of government must do their part to
release investment through a co-design approach with councils. NITA’s report is HERE.
EU Nationals Living in NI: New Initiative Launched: NILGA is working with the Independent Monitoring
Authority (IMA) to promote the new organisation and ensure councils implement and apply the citizens rights
which were established under the EU Withdrawal Act Agreement. More information on IMA HERE.

Skills Matter: NILGA inputted to the launch of the OECD Skills
Framework report which sets out 65 recommendations for Departments
and others to reduce skills imbalances, boost digital skills and foster
lifelong learning. The OECD recommended the establishment of a Skills
Advisory Group, ringfenced funding for apprenticeships and recognised
the role of councils in offering a local approach to SME investment
in skills. The Department for the Economy will launch a consultation on a
new Skills Strategy for NI in January 2021. Available HERE.

Northern Ireland Strategic Migration Partnership

All-Party Group on Migration
NISMP met with Mike Nesbitt MLA to discuss a proposal to establish an AllParty Group on migration. Following a positive meeting, several co-signatories
for the establishment of the group were suggested and these are currently being
followed up. It is anticipated that the first meeting of the All-Party Group on
Migration will take place by Jan. 2021 and NISMP will provide the secretariat.
Consultation on Tackling Modern Slavery
On 16th Oct. 2020, the Department of Justice launched a public consultation on a draft
2021/22 Modern Slavery Strategy for Northern Ireland. NILGA & NISMP will be
responding before the closing date in January. Link to the consultation HERE.

__________________________________________
NILGA CONSULTATION RESPONSES
•
•

2nd Oct. DAERA Discussion Paper on the Future of Recycling - Link to NILGA response HERE.
9th Oct. Finance NI Consultation on Building (Amendment) Regulations (NI) 2020 - Link to NILGA
Response HERE.

PARTNERSHIP PANEL – FINANCING THE FUTURE
OF COUNCILS

NILGA Office bearers have once again reiterated in writing the
importance of convening immediately the Panel’s Task & Finish Group
on Finance. A draft agenda has been forwarded by NILGA and a
meeting with the Minister for Communities, Carál Ní Chuilín is
scheduled for the 16th Nov. 2020. As we enter the focussed rates
setting period now, the Finance Group will focus minds at both levels
of government of the VALUE of local government, not just the cost.

COUNCIL ROLE MUST INCREASE: NI AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
EVIDENCE ON THE POST EU SHARED PROSPERITY FUND
On 14th Oct. 2020, the local government sector provided evidence highlighting the
impact EU Structural Funds have had in NI over the past twenty years and what
has to happen now. NILGA Press Release

EVIDENCE
TO
THE
ASSEMBLY’S
COMMUNITIES
COMMITTEE - THE FINANCIAL IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON
LOCAL COUNCILS
On the 8th Oct. SOLACE provided evidence to the Assembly’s Communities
Committee on the financial impact of Covid-19 on local councils as we go into a
difficult rate-setting period. NILGA Press Release

MID ULSTER DISTRICT COUNCIL WIN LANDMARK CASE
FOR ALL COUNCILS IN NI

Mid Ulster District Council has won a landmark VAT case estimated to be
worth between £50M and £70M in refunds for the local government sector in
Northern Ireland - subject to a potential appeal over the next two months.
This centred on whether VAT should be payable on charges paid by members of the public for access to sports,
recreation and leisure facilities provided by councils. Press Release

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REGIONAL EMPLOYERS (NARE)

NILGA’s year as Chair of the National Association of Regional Employers ended 20th Oct.
2020. Yorkshire and Humber Region now lead. NILGA, in its role as Chair during these
extraordinary times, coordinated vital cross UK weekly / fortnightly sessions for all UK on
sharing national guidance and regional policy updates for councils here.

YOUR EVENTS, MEETING DATES & TRAINING
Date

Event Details

Contact

04/11

Place Shaping & Infrastructure Webinar Series
events@nilga.org
Back to the Future’ Heritage-Led Regeneration
11/11
Place Shaping & Infrastructure Webinar Series
events@nilga.org
Long-term Impact of Planning Decisions
12/11
NILGA Leadership Programme
f.douglas@nilga.org
13/11
NILGA Executive - via Zoom.
s.little@nilga.org
(DAERA Minister scheduled to attend)
25/11
Place Shaping & Infrastructure Webinar Series
events@nilga.org
The ‘New Normal’
02/12
NILGA Audit & Organisational Sustainability Meeting
d.anderson@nilga.org
03/12
Finance session for councillors, in partnership with SOLACE, ALGFO f.douglas@nilga.org
and CIPFA.
11/12
NILGA Executive - via Zoom
s.little@nilga.org
NILGA Office Bearer Briefings drawn from All Council Executive Nominees:
3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th Nov. & 1st & 8th Dec. - via Zoom, details will follow each Thu / Fri for invitees.
Updates from previous meetings available HERE

PARTNER EVENTS / UPDATES
TALK MONEY WEEK (9 -13 NOVEMBER) – FINANCIAL WELLBEING

Talk Money Week aims to reduce the stigma around money by encouraging conversations
among families, friends, neighbours, customers, colleagues and communities. Talking
openly about money can have a huge impact on managing money worries and is important
for our overall health and relationships. The impact of Covid-19 has made it more important than ever to start
conversations about money to look after our financial wellbeing. For more information please contact
Margaret McCloskey, Partnership Manager - NI, Money & Pensions Service –
E: margaret.mccloskey@maps.org.uk or visit https://maps.org.uk/talk-money-week/

CLIMATE ASSEMBLY UK - BRIEFING
GOVERNMENT IN NI – 4th NOV. 2020

FOR

LOCAL

Officers and Elected Members are invited to attend a briefing on 'The Path to Net
Zero', the report of Climate Assembly UK. Climate Assembly UK is a citizens' assembly commissioned by the
House of Commons to help inform how the UK should achieve its legally binding target of net zero carbon by
2050. The briefing is an opportunity to hear more about how Climate Assembly UK was organised, and
what its recommendations mean for decision-makers in local government in NI. https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/climate-assembly-uk-briefing-for-local-government-in-ni-registration124557880975

UPDATE FROM NI FOREST SCHOOLS ASSOCIATION

Fermanagh and Omagh District Council will be leading the Forest School Awards
programme in their Council area over the next 3 years. 10 educational establishments will
be selected to train with the NIFSA to become an accredited Forest School. The
programme is funded for 3 years initially. For more information on how Councils can get involved in the
Forest School Awards, please contact Brian Poots, NIFSA CEO brian.poots@gmail.com or visit https://
www.forestschoolawards.org/cgi-bin/main.cgi

Please visit our website and Twitter for regular updates.
web: www.nilga.org twitter: @NI_LGA #teamlocgovni
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user resulting from such information.

