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A FASTER, BETTER,  
RECOVERY through  

investment in COUNCIL led  
TRANSFORMATION 

 
 
 

As restrictions across NI are eased and cautious optimism on the vaccination and wider medical front 
emerges, NILGA’s all council Executive – working across the entire Stormont spectrum and nationally - 
requires new ways of working across government departments, clear changes which fully recognise 
Council led investment priorities at local level, including direct financial support for Community Plans.  
 

NILGA’s work on the new Programme for Government, drawn from feedback across the 11 councils, 
aims to establish Council area locality-based budgets – regardless of department - with Community 
Plans, and associated strategies of each and every Council, formally invested in as the engines of     
economic growth.   
 

Billions of pounds are now being promised via visionary but as yet uncertain post EU, post Covid,        
investment funds - including Community Recovery, Shared Prosperity, and Levelling Up. These funds 
are to be channelled via the London based Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government.  
 

NILGA’s input into the preparatory stages has called for much greater design, co-ordination and         
monitoring at local government level, because councils simply know best how to get the highest return 
on investment, what the biggest local priorities are and who is in greatest need.  
 

Going back to the way it was may be comforting, but it will not be anything like enough to lift NI into a 
stronger economic and democratic footing unless councils are central to new investment and the new 
Programme for Government.  
 

All 11 local councils, partners across all sectors and wider government itself continue to support NILGA’s 
“Councils Make it Happen” campaign.  
 

NILGA, in conjunction with SOLACE, will work with all councils on a new vision for stronger local         
government, which outlines our offers and asks – covering Covid recovery and the vital period to the 
Council elections in May 2023. Look out for this in your council papers in the weeks ahead.  
 

NILGA hopes you will support, and play your part, in a faster, better, recovery through investment in 
Council led transformation.  
 

Now more than ever, we will be stronger together.   

https://www.nilga.org/about/councils-make-it-happen


PROGRAMME FOR GOVERNMENT 
NILGA’s submission has stated that this should be a programme for LOCAL Government. The pace 
and quality of change needs council level design, investment and scrutiny.  
NILGA Response – Programme for Government Framework  
 

PARTNERSHIP PANEL 
Stormont Ministers and  Local Government Panel Members will convene for their 3rd meeting since 
restoration of the institutions on Wednesday 21st April.   Key items on the Agenda include the 
emerging Programme for Government, Community Planning, Levelling Up Fund, DfC Social Inclusion 
Strategies and Public Life Civility and Parity.  Communication of key meeting outcomes will follow in 
due course.  More Partnership Panel info HERE  

 

COUNCIL RATES 2021/22 
Responding to the pressures and strains on us all during the pandemic, councils 
across NI set prudent rates for the year ahead. These will protect frontline core 
services whilst also recognising the need to invest in local people, places and 
enterprise.  NILGA Position Piece  

 

COMMUNITY RENEWAL FUND  
UK Government has launched the interim successor to EU funds, the 

Community Renewal Fund. This funding will be managed by the Ministry for Housing, Communities 
and Local Government and bidders will apply directly for a share of £11m in 2021-22. More info HERE   
 

This fund will be the forerunner to the Shared Prosperity Fund which will launch in April 2022. 
 

LEVELLING UP FUND 
Up to £20m is available for NI in 2021-22 through the Levelling Up Fund for projects focusing on 
transport, regeneration & culture. Councils and other organisations will apply directly to the Ministry for 
Housing, Communities and Local Government who intend to open an NI office shortly.                   
More info HERE  
 

CIVILITY IN PUBLIC LIFE 
A social media campaign #DebateNotHate 
has been launched to raise the profile of 
the impact that intimidation and abuse of 
councillors has and to promote alternative 
methods of engagement with councillors. 
Funded through the Cabinet Office, 
resources have been developed for 
councillors and councils to address 
intimidation and threats online.  
 

A series of infographics and model rules of 
engagement set out expected behaviours 
from those wishing to engage on social media. It aims to indicate to the public what acceptable online 
engagement is and to empower councillors and councils to protect themselves online.  
More info HERE 
 
 

RECENT CONSULTATION RESPONSES  

Name and Department   Link 

Review of the Implementation of the Planning Act (NI)  NILGA Response 

Health: Consultation on NI’s new Substance Use Strategy NILGA Response 

DAERA: Environmental Plans, Principles and Governance for NI NILGA Response 

DAERA: A new Clean Air Strategy for NI NILGA Response 

Executive Office: Draft Outcomes Framework for the  
forthcoming Programme for Government. 

NILGA Response 
 

Department of Health: Mental Health Strategy 2021 Consultation NILGA Response 

https://www.nilga.org/media/2260/final-nilga-response-to-pfg-framework-2021-002.pdf
https://www.nilga.org/about/partnership-panel
https://www.nilga.org/news/2021/march/rates-202122
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-community-renewal-fund-prospectus/uk-community-renewal-fund-prospectus-2021-22
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/levelling-up-fund-prospectus
https://www.local.gov.uk/our-support/guidance-and-resources/civility-public-life-resources-councillors/digital-citizenship
https://www.nilga.org/media/2265/final-nilga-response-to-the-2021-review-of-the-planning-act-14042021.pdf
https://www.nilga.org/media/2228/nilga-response-to-the-2020-substance-use-strategy-050221.pdf
https://www.nilga.org/media/2239/nilga-final-response-to-the-daera-discussion-paper-on-governance-eppg.pdf
https://www.nilga.org/media/2238/nilga-final-response-to-clean-air-strategy-150221.pdf
https://www.nilga.org/media/2260/final-nilga-response-to-pfg-framework-2021-002.pdf
https://www.nilga.org/media/2261/final-nilga-response-to-the-mental-health-strategy-2021-consultation.pdf


RURAL ROADS - DEPARTMENT FOR INFRASTRUCTURE 
At the recent NILGA Place Shaping and Infrastructure Network meeting, 
members discussed rural roads funding with a senior Department for 
Infrastructure (DfI) official. Members were informed that in relation to this funding 
(initially announced June 2020), local section offices should be contacted with 
councils' roads maintenance and repair priorities as soon as possible. Following 

the meeting, further details were obtained regarding DfI timelines:  
• Schemes for current year finalised and nearing completion 
• Further allocation in 21/22 currently under discussion within DfI 
• When budgets announced, Divisions will then be asked to develop schemes for 21/22 

across all programmes and will consider the knowledge they have on roads 
• Councils/Councillors should inform Section offices of roads causing concern and 

which may be suitable for this programme, as soon as possible 
• If decisions are made by the Minister to allocate funding to rural roads for 21/22, 

programmes will be developed over April. 
 

NORTHERN IRELAND STRATEGIC MIGRATION PARTNERSHIP (NISMP) 
NISMP works across the spheres of government and between the public, private 
and third sectors to ensure that NI effectively welcomes, supports and integrates 
new migrants in a way that contributes to economic growth and vibrant, cohesive 
communities.  The latest NISMP bulletin is available to download HERE  
 

VALUE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT CAMPAIGN 
#COUNCILSMAKEITHAPPEN 
The second phase of the #councilsmakeithappen campaign commenced 
on the 15

th
 March focusing on Business Support ‘Backing Local 

Entrepreneurs’ and the key role that councils play in supporting, 
developing and growing local businesses.  

 

Week commencing 19
th
 April we launch the third theme of the campaign focusing on community 

planning/place-shaping/health & wellbeing/parks & green spaces and keeping communities connected 
to nature. More info HERE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please continue to show your support and join in the conversation on Twitter @NI_LGA and on 

Instagram ni_lga #councilsmakeithappen 
 

TRANSLINK ULSTER IN BLOOM 2021  
Co-ordinated by NILGA since 2006, Translink Ulster in Bloom 
showcases the partnership work between councils and local 
community ‘In Bloom’ Groups. The core campaign criteria, 
Horticulture, Environment and Community, help to instil local pride, 

create awareness of the environment and biodiversity, and encourage community 
participation and involvement for those of all ages and abilities. Council entries for the 
2021 campaign are currently being accepted.  More information HERE  
 

RHS NATIONAL COMPETITION  
Five areas from NI have been nominated for a new award celebrating community 
gardening.  Ballymena, Belfast, Cullybackey, Donaghmore and Randalstown are taking 
part in this year's Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) Community Awards. The new virtual 
awards replace the RHS Britain in Bloom UK Finals competition for 2021. More 
information HERE  

https://www.nilga.org/media/2255/nismp-migration-briefing-spring-2021.pdf
https://www.nilga.org/about/councils-make-it-happen
https://www.nilga.org/about/translink-ulster-in-bloom
https://www.rhs.org.uk/press/releases/New-RHS-awards-celebrate-blossoming-community-spir


2021 LOCAL GOVERNMENT CONFERENCE 
The 2021 Local Government Conference is scheduled for the 18

th
 

November 2021.  We are currently planning for an event with a limited 
number of physical delegates (adhering to government guidance at the 
time) along with virtual delegates.  We plan to host the event in Ards & 
North Down and further details and a draft agenda will be shared with 
elected members and councils in May.   
 

 
 

OFFICE BEARER BRIEFINGS 
NILGA Office Bearer briefings drawn from all council Executive nominees continue to meet fortnightly 
via Zoom.  Outcome notes from all meetings are available on the resources section on the 
NILGA website HERE  latest outcome note available HERE 

 

YOUR EVENTS, MEETING DATES & TRAINING 

PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS  
PEACE PLUS PROGRAMME (2021-2027)   
SEUPB are seeking views on the draft content of the European 
Union funded PEACE PLUS Programme (2021-2027), worth 

approximately €1bn. PEACE PLUS is a new funding programme designed to support peace and 
prosperity across NI and the border counties of Ireland, building upon the work of the previous PEACE 
and INTERREG Programmes.  The consultation ends on 12

th
 May 2021. Further information HERE  

 

SHAPING OUR ELECTRICITY FUTURE 
SONI, the Electricity Transmission System Operator for NI, operates and plans 
the transmission grid which includes interconnection with neighbouring grids 
and the operation of the wholesale electricity market. 
 

On the 8
th
 March, SONI launched the ‘Shaping Our Electricity Future’, a new report that details four 

innovative potential approaches to fundamentally change the grid to achieve NI’s clean energy 
ambitions, while maintaining an affordable and secure supply for consumers.  Further information 
HERE  

 

 
Disclaimer: The Northern Ireland Local Government Association (NILGA) endeavours to ensure that the information contained  

within our Website, Policies and other communications is up to date and correct. We do not, however, make any representation that the information will be 
accurate, current, complete, uninterrupted or error free or that any information or other material accessible from or related to NILGA is free of viruses or 

other harmful components. NILGA accepts no responsibility for any erroneous information placed by or on behalf of any user or any loss by any person or 
user resulting from such information. 

Please visit our website and Twitter for regular updates. 
web: www.nilga.org    twitter: @NI_LGA     
#teamlocgovni #councilsmakeithappen  

 

Date Meeting Contact 

21
st
 April Central & Local Partnership Panel a.kennedy@nilga.org 

23
rd

 April NILGA Elected Member Development Network f.douglas@nilga.org 

29
th
 April  NISMP Board meeting  a.kennedy@nilga.org 

14
th
 May  NILGA Executive  s.little@nilga.org 

20
th
 May NILGA Place Shaping & Infrastructure - focusing on  

energy infrastructure - SONI & Dept for Economy  

k.smyth@nilga.org 

2
nd

 June  NILGA Audit & Organisational Sustainability d.anderson@nilga.org 

 

Photo from the Local Government 
Conference, February 2020 

https://www.nilga.org/resources
https://www.nilga.org/media/2262/action-points-from-nilga-ob-meeting-30th-march-2021.pdf
https://www.seupb.eu/PEACEPLUS
http://www.soni.ltd.uk/newsroom/press-releases/shaping-our-electricity-f/index.xml
http://www.soni.ltd.uk/newsroom/press-releases/shaping-our-electricity-f/index.xml
mailto:s.little@nilga.org
http://www.soni.ltd.uk/

